
 
 
 

Setting Up Your Clock 
 

 Open the door of your clock. 
 Carefully attach the pendulum to its hanger. 
 Place any weights in their proper position – they should be 

marked left, right, and center. Left and right should be 
determined as you look at the clock when removing or 
replacing the weights. 

 Make sure the clock is wound: time, strike, and chime winders, 
if applicable. 

 Give pendulum a little push, if necessary, and close the 
clock’s door. 

 Gently move the clock to its final resting position. 
 Get a small level, and make sure that the clock is level. Only 

place level on flat areas of the clock. Check front and at 
least one side. If necessary, place shims in the appropriate 
places underneath the clock to make it level. YOUR CLOCK 
MAY NOT RUN IF IT IS NOT LEVEL. 

 Set the clock to the correct time. 
 
 

Winding Your Clock 
 

 Regularly wind your clock. If it is an eight-day clock, wind it 
every seven days at approximately the same time. 

 For other types of clocks, wind them regularly so that the 
winding time is convenient for you and it keeps the clock from 
stopping. 

 Wind your clock carefully in a deliberate, even fashion. If 
your clock has weights, DO NOT HELP YOUR WEIGHTS. Allow 
the weights to be pulled up by the clock’s winding system. 

 Whenever you wind your clock, this is a good opportunity to 
check its time and make any necessary adjustments. Remember, 
to NEVER SET THE HANDS IN A BACKWARDS OR ANTI-
CLOCKWISE DIRECTION. If you clock strikes and chimes, it is 
important that you pause about 5-minutes before the hour and 
before it strikes or chimes and slowly move the minute hand 
until the clock strikes or chimes. STOP MOVING THE MINUTE 
HAND UNTIL THE CLOCK STOPS STRIKING OR CHIMING. When 
setting a quarter hour chiming clock back to Standard Time in 
the fall, it may be easier to stop the pendulum for one hour. 

 It is best to not allow the clock stop before you wind it. It is 
also good to let your clock run through an almost- complete 
winding cycle. For example, avoid winding an 8-day clock every 
day or every three days. 


